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InsdnA Asda@na /2013

First | thought that things are going well with my
family and the economic status, so | might find some
enjoyment with watercolor painting as way to begin with
simple equipment. However, the volatile situation caused
me to shift to a more fitting option, my favorite and more
suitable method, which is printmaking.

Museum Fo Lyt datio Printmaking after a break for almost

30 years has been such an adventure where every process
is difficult and challenging. Apart from some memaories,
| have almost no materials or equipment left. Those who
learned some printmaking techniques know that the
method | use is slow, time-consuming, out of trend, and
unfitting to the current time.

However, like a broken-hearted man who slowly
pours sips of mixed or pure alcohol into his mouth and
becomes an alcoholic, or a man who incessantly devours
a large amount of food leading to his obesity, my natural
inclination combined with my lack of interestin landscape
and still life resulted in prints which portray the image of
the king as before, apart from my watercolor paintings

where | like to recreate the image of Thai people paying
respect to the king. It is a process of remedy; making
portraits of respected figures helps me gradually release
my resentment. For many times | think of making a
parody of people | don't like, but | can't.

This LLTK (Long Live The King) exhibition aims to
present a collection of works since my return to art, from
watercolor painting to mezzotint printmaking, sometimes
alternating with oil color painting or printmaking in other
techniques. However, most works are images of the king
and the royal family. Whether the political situation is
getting better or worse, some pain and resentment is
inevitably fading away over time. | cannot pretend that
these feelings completely remain the same. Some
changes in formats and my artistic interest can be found
in my recent works, which might need further support
from involved parties for future exhibitions.

Kraisak Chirachaisakul / 2013
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LONG LIVE THE KING. 2010
Mezzotint, Image size 29 x 40.5 cm.. Edition of 15



BAPPAJJA, 2012
Mezzotint, Image size 81 x 60.5 cm., Edition of 25

BAPPAJJA 2, 2012
Mezzotint, Image size 81 x 60 cm., Edition of 25



THE QLD DIARY, 2011 THE OLD DIARY 2, 2011
Mezzotint, hand/greund and'hand colouring; Mezzotint, hand ground and hand colouring,

Image size 69.5 x 97.5 cm., Edition of & Image size 69.5 x 97.5 cm., Edition of 5
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KING AND QUEEN, 2013
Mezzotint, Image size 60 x 81 cm., Edition of &

MY LOVE, 2011
Mezzotint, Image size 81 x 60.5 cm., Edition of 25




undatio

7 JULY 2012, 2012 THE KING OF THAILAND., :

&k G0 % 8 ik Af 2 %
size 60 x 81 cm., Edition of 25 Mezzotint, Image size 81 x 60 cm.




KING RAMA 8, 2013
Mezzotint, Image size 81 x 60 cm.



THE ROYAL FAMILY (KING RAMA V), 2011
Mezzotint, Image size 30.5 x 445 cm.

KING RAMA V, 2013
Mezzotint, Image size 18 x 13 cm., Edition of 25



LONG LIVE THE KING 12, 2013
Dry point, Image size 60 x 81 cm., Edition of 25
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KING, 2011 HAPPY MEMORY, 2013

Mezzolint, Image size 29 x 20 cm, | Mezzotint, Image size 60 x 81 cm., Edition of 15




LONG LIVE THE KING 6. 2011

Mezzotint, Image size 40 x 61 cm.
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LIGHT OF SMILE, 2012 UNDER THE SKY, 2012
Mezzotint, Image size 60 x 81 cm., Edition of 10 Mezzotint, Image size 81 x 60 cm., Edition of 15
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MY LOVE 2, 2013
Mezzotint, Image size 60 x 81 cm.

LONG LIVE THE KING 2, 2011
Mezzotint, Image size 44.5 x 30 cm., Edition of 15
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LONG LIVE THE KING EVERYWHERE, 2013
Mezzotint, Image size 20 x 15 cm.
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KRAISAK CHIRACHAISAKUL
1962 Born in Bkk, Thailand
119/14 Ruamrudee soi 2, Wireless Road, Lumpini, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330, Thailand

AWARDS
1985 - Silver Medal Award 2nd Exhibition of Contemporary Art by Young Artists  Bangkok, Thailand.
1986 - Contemporary Art Exhibition, 1986 Kasikorn Bank (Thai Farmers Bank) Bangkok, Thailand.
- The Exhibition of "60 Years of The Greatest King” Philips Electrical Company of Thailand
Ltd. Bangkok, Thailand.
2012 - 3rd prize Asean Graphic Art Competition and Exhibition Hanoi, Vietnam.
CUnclatior - Honorary Mention Prize "Our Beloved King” The First Elephant Art Award, Thailand.
2013 - Honorable Mention X! Graphic Art Bienial, Drypoint, Uzice, Serbia.
- Honorable Mention Sth Biennial International Miniature Print Competition 2013, USA.
- Grand Prize 8thThe Biennale Internationale d'Estampe Contemporaine de Trois-Riviéres, Canada.
- Excellence Prize Awagami International Miniature Print Exhibition, 2013, Japan.

EXHIBITIONS
1985 - International Biennial Print Exhibit : Taipei Taiwan, R.O.C
1986 - Exchange Exhibition Contemporary Graphic Art from Thailand & West-Germany.
- The Exhibition of His Majesty The King's Sixtieth Birthday Anniversary, Thailand.
1888 - Salo Exhibition at the Art Gallery of the Faculty of Painting Sculpture and Graphic Arts.
Silpakorn University, Bkk, Thailand.
2011 - IMPRINT International Graphic Arts Triennial in Warsaw.
2012 - International Biennial Print Exhibit : Taipei Taiwan, R.O.C.
- The 17th Da Dun Fine Arts Exhibition of Taichung city, Taiwan, R.0.C
2013 - International Print Triennial in Krakow, Section : Istanbul Exhibition.
- 41th The International Print Award Carmen Arozena 2013, Spain.
- 7th International Drawing Binnale Melbourne 2013, Australia
- XIl Bienal Internacional De Grabado "JOSEP DE RIBERA" Xativa 2013, Spain.
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The Large Bonfire of Kraisak Chirachaisakul
Pisanu Supanimit

Some might not know Kraisak Chirachaisakul. But
if called by the nickname, "Toh", surely people in the arts
circle will recognize him, with his notably blunt, straight-
forward, and sharp-tongued character. Yet some might
not call him “Toh", since it is too polite and doesn't suit
such the character.

Pl Rama IX Art Museum Fou H{J&Hwﬁcaumm “Toh" nor “Mr.Toh". But call
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him by the inappropriate title here, “xxx Toh!". So used
to the name, it's unimaginable for me to call him by any
other pronoun.

That means “Mr.Toh” and | are pretty close. (Now
I'd like to call him Mr.Toh for the time being since
politeness is needed here. But you can replace the
pronoun with "xxx Toh!" as you're reading.)

Mr.Toh was my student in my early days as a
teacher. | was in my 30s, while Mr.Toh was a young man in
his 20s with boiling hormones. Now I'm in my 60s. He is 50s.

Many of his classmates are now Thailand renowned
artists including Sakwut Wisesmanee, the famous portrait
artist; Surasi Kusolwong, who wins international acclaim;
Kamin Lertchaiprasert, the celebrity artist who is now
living in the north; Jitsing Somboon, the fashion designer;

Nipan Oranniwesna, the arts lecturer at Bangkok University;
and Thongchai Yukantapornpong, the lecturer who
teaches graphic arts at The Faculty of Fine Arts, Chiangmai
University. In the arls circle, it is noticeably that Mr.Toh
has variety of friends from various ages. He was a famous
one, that's one of the reasons. The atheris that he enrolled
at Silpakorn University twice. That's why he has friends
from many classes.

So | got to be his teacher - twice. If you ever wonder
why he enrolled at the university twice, you'd better ask
him yourself. It is widely known that, to be able to get into
the Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and Graphic Arts, you
must possess excellent quality. Some took the university
entrance exam 4-5 times and failed, while some had
passed butunable to finish the degree. However, Mr.Toh
passed the exam twice. Each time we were told that he
got full marks in his drawing class. (This has been known
for some time.)

His first time at university, he was a student for a
year before quitting. The second time, he quitted in his
last year after majoring in graphic arts. Don't ask me why.
Like | said, ask him yourself.



Human lives are sometimes too complicated and
beyond one’s expectation. Each person life is something
persanal. It can never be copied. | look at Mr.Toh's life
and | see the life of Michelangelo Buonarroti, master of
the Renaissance arts, told by the writer Irving Stone. "The
Agony and the Ecstasy” is the title of the book.

I'm not trying to compare Mr.Toh with Michelangelo
by coming up with the novel. | am just thinking that artists'
lives are like a roller coaster, with ups and downn. It's
hard to imagine a person whose life runs so smoothly as
an artist.

Another famous book of this writer's is "Lust for
Life", a biography of Vincent van Gogh. Similarly, Mr.Toh's
life when he was an art student was full of both distress
and happiness - happiness in that he received many
national awards in graphic arts afterward.

His graphic arts technique is call Mezzotint, which
is difficult. There're a few artists using this technique.
Nevertheless, he has succeeded in using the Mezzotint
which requires great effort and concentration, contradicting
his rash characteristic. He was so successful that it enables
him to buy a printing press, which was very expensive.

His early success was like a candle in the dark night
that was lightened and dimmed. The candle no longer
gave light since its energy was used up. He disappeared
from the arts circle, out of my sight that it seemed like he
no longer existed.

Then one night | saw Mr.Toh at the Democracy

But there came a good news in bad time. His elder
son had become a student at the faculty. The boy seems to
have a bright future ahead of him thanks to his earnestness.
Mr.Toh and his wife support him in pursuing the arts. Now
his son is receiving the bachelor degree and has followed
his footstep - doing the Mezzotint with the printing press.

Monument, among the crowd of proigamhé;gaﬁﬁt Museu rmudnadidaeniilictived several artistic awards, just like

atmosphere of May 1992. We came for the same reason,
to drive out the dictator.

And we wan, by the virtue of His Majesty the King.
I learned that Mr.Toh was doing very well in his artistic
profession, though what he was doing was not the pure
art since he was doing it for a living. | heard he had
a family - a good news to hear from my former student.

And then again Mr.Toh had disappeared. We met
again when bloodbath took place in Bangkok. Who would
think that the shirts-conflict would set the city on fire. His
shop was in Central World. It was burned down with
other places near Ratchaprasong junction. The offenders
had never been caught. No wonder why, since we all
know who was behind this. Mr.Toh lost all his fortune.
Nobody could help him,

his father.

Some good thing happened once again to Mr. Toh.
Encouraging his son to do his the Mezzotint makes him
come back to the thing he loves again in his 50s. This
time more seriously since he has plenty of time and high
concentration. Leaving it for almost 30 years, his admiration
of Their Majesties the King and Queen and the royal
family inspired him to work on a Mezzotint ~the image of
the royal family walking among the people. It's incredible
how he could keep every small details. The work was so
fine as a result of his maturity and experience.

His graphic arts come out like water in the dam that
was held back for too long. His Mezzotint works appeal o
the international audience. He was invited to display his work
in many international showcases. His Mezzotints also

received a number of awards such as Excellence Prize
Awagami Intemnational Miniature Print 2013 (AIMPE) Japan,
Grand Prize 8" Biennale Internationaled’ Estampe
Contemporaine de Trois-Rivieres (BIECTR) Canada, Honorable
Mention Prize 9" Biennial International Miniature Print
Exhibition 2013 USA, Honorable Mention Prize XI Graphic
Art Biennial Dry Point, Uzice 2013 Serbia, and 37 Prize 2012
ASEAN Graphic Arts competition and exhibition Vietnam.
We can proudly say that Kraisak Chirachaisakul has now
become an international artist.

His success doesn't come from a university degree,
but from the talent, hard work and earnestness, which led
him on this artistic path.

Thanks to his double entrances that disrupted his
university degree, his printing press that he hasn't thrown
away, the offender that set his shop on fire, his son who
studied graphic arts with me. And the latest good news
we've heard of him is that his second son is now studying
in the first year at the Faculty of Painting, Sculpture and
Graphic Arts. We must wait and see if this young man
would follow his father's footstep. But no matter what
happens, Mr.Toh's family is already an artist family.
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