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Mountain serrounded by Pylons

(above) surface of the mountain
(below) construction of the mountain with hocks




Mountain on tricycles




Mountain in my mind

1997

Construction of the mountain : ‘Steel 560 x 242 x 124 cm.

surface of the mountain : 660 sheets of wood each 16.5 x 11.5 cm.
8 tricycles : steel, plastic each 42 x 58 x 48 cm.

5 Pylons : 2 wood ladders each 80 x 80 x 300 cm.

3 wood trunks each 10 x 10 x 300 cm.

3 terracotta bowls each diameter 48 cm. height 38 cm.

2 electric wires each length 35 m.

Plastic bowl diameter 55 cm. height 30 cm.
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Searching for a needle under the sea

1997

wood construction : diameter 250 cm. height 223 cm.
3 cycle plates : wood, diameter 210 cm.

8 ladles : woed, steel, aluminium

9 plastic bowls all in blue
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The impenetrable mountain 1993

Once | was looking at a mountain from a distance. | could not feel its weight; | did
not know its size. Only the vague, gray presence along the horizon confirmed its existence.
No sooner had | approached and climbed up the mountain than, looking down with a
long and wide vision, | felt its firmness and great dimension. However, | could not figure
out where land ended and the mountain began, or even what a mountain really was. Then
| realized the meaning of 'the mountain in the mind'. It was a big mountain sitting in my
heart, impenetrable and invisible to others.

The idea to present ‘the mountain' took place in 1993 while
| was studying in Germany. | had an anxiety which could not be
translated into words, and recalled an old saying 'to lift the
mountain from one's heart.' At the time, | felt that ‘the mountain' in
my heart had not been removed. Quite the contrary, | could see
the feeling clearly, as the saying goes: 'a great mountain weighs
on my heart, impenetrable and invisible to others.’

In that year, | created 'the impenetrable mountain'. To
achieve the impression of weightlessness, waxed paper was used
to construct the mountain, which was suspended upon tiny
wooden legs. The tip of each leg rests in its own protective little
bowl. The function of the little bowls is to clearly separate the
mountain from the floor. The water in each bow! acts like a moat around the tip of each
wooden leg, separating the inner part from the outer area.

The main feeling of 'the impenetrable mountain’ was one of isolation ‘dnd sépa-l

ration. By the time | finished the work, however, | felt something incomplete in the
meaning of the words, 'mountain in the heart. At the beginning of 1997, | reviewed
these unresolved feelings. | wanted to show more clearly the situation in which | bear
this burden, surrounded by problems. Accordingly, ‘The mountain in my mind' was
created, with 8 little bicycles to carry the mountainous metal structure. This mountain
cannot be seen by anyone, and no one can get in. | used it to express an existence
which might not be pgrceived. | created the figure of a mountain, clearly defined, but
transparent.

Another important part of this work is the relation between what is happening ‘within'
and 'without'. The mountain, whose surface has been stripped away, is a phenomenon
of threatened nature. It represents my troubled feelings. The five gigantic electric pylons,
looming over the mountain, have surrounded it.

n "Searching for a needle under the sea," | compare our mind to an everlasting
well, and our feelings and awareness to the stones sinking into the bottom of the well,
thought by thought. As if diving for these stones, deep in thought, we find our feelings in
these stones. Seeking one's true self in this well of consciousness is no different from
searching for a needle under the sea.

The work does not illustrate the proverb, but is a response to the meaning
engendered by the suggestion of 'searching for a needle under the sea.' Big ladles are
used desperately to search out something, but they cannot reach under the surface. We
keep looking for things which we may or may not be able to find.
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