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FOREWARD

National Artists are person of great importance in creating body of knowledge on arts and culture.
Throughout their lives, these artists have acquired and accumulated their knowledge and experience and
developed them in various subjects of education. They have devoted themselves for the creation of artworks
in various forms such as visual art, literary art, architecture, and performing art etc. The Office of the National
Culture Commission. with great appreciation of valuable knowledge and wisdom of every National Artist,
launches the project entitled, “Revealing the Houses of National Artists”. The house of Mr. Inson Wongsam.
the National Artist in visual art (sculpture) 1999. is known as a learning place and an interesting cultural site for
tourism in Lampoon province.

The learning of art and culture can be achieved not only through literary education. but can also be
appreciated by way of watching outstanding works of prominent artists such as Exhibition on Woodcuts and
Wat olour Pa| tings by Mr. Inson Wongsam. This is one of the activities of the “Revealing the Houses of
Qat na rtfs rhro;ect The creation of these exhibited artworks has taken a number of years before they
Can be exposed to the public and interested audiences. The exhibition entitled Proverbs from Thailand

Woodcuts and Watercolours by Inson Wongsam comprises no less than 8o pictures.

The Office of the National Culture Commission owes its gratitude to Mr. Inson Wongsam, the National

Artist for his artistic creation rendering value and benefit o the learning experience of both Thai and foreigners

on the subject of art and culture. This will be a path open for visual art presentation by a Thai to be

recognised further at the national level.

Recor G’»?},Mf-if

( Mrs.Prisna Pongtadsirikul)

Secretary General of the National Culture Commission
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About the Artist

Inson Wongsam, Sculptor and National Artist of Thailand, received his
country's highest award for Fine Arts in 1999. He was born in Pasang in
1932 in an agricultural village in the province of Lumphun in  Narthern
Thailand. His Father was a Jeweler and Goldsmith who encouraged
his talent from the earliest age . He also introduced the first printing
press to his neighbourhood. His Maternal Grandfather was a mer-

chant who traded in Burma and the stories of his adventurous jour-
Don't contradict yourself neys inspired his grandson with a strong desire to travel abroad.
wandulindyan

Inson became an Icon for succeeding generations when he traveled

rRama |X Art Musaigm Rynaadigrn ltaly on a Lambretta Scooter, sponsared by
Esso company and Berlei Jucker. He spent a fruitful year traveling
round Thailand after graduating from Silpakorn University of Fine Arts
in 1961 and in 1962 he held a successful one man show of the work
he had accomplished. at the Touriat Organisation of Thailand in Bangkok.
1o raise money for his journey. Kai's Octopus

The Journey

He was determined to make a pilgrimage to Florence, the birthplace
of his teacher Professor Corrado Ferocci ( known in Thailand as Sil
Pirasri ) The Father of Modern Art in Thailand and founder of Silpakorn
University of Fine Arts. Inson wanted 1o seek inspiration for his work
In other countries. He carried his art materials with him and a roll of
woodcut prints. depicting scenes of rural life in Thailand. to introduce

his country, whose spirit he had captured so well to the people he

would meet on his travels He exhibited these together with new works

Don't bind your hands or faey
ndiadigy i

of art he had created in pastel crayons and water colours during his

|ourney
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He was inspired by Industrial machinery but appalled by the growing pollution of the
Exhibitions en route.

environment, so he conceived the idea of civillising them. He believed that artists and
scientists should work together, to produce beautiful machines to clean up the
environment under the sea on land and in the air, a kind of Sci Fi Art Techno Fix.

He held exhibitions in New Delhi, Lahore and Karachi, in Tehran .

Istanbul and Athens. His work was still figurative and popular but

when he reached Greece he realized that it
and that he needed to develop his abilities

was not contemporary

in tune with the new

After moving o Atlantic Highlands New Jersey, where the sea was badly polluted.
trends. This marked a turning peint in his career.

He lived with a

he converted an old Barbers shop into a studic and workshop and continued to
fisherman and his family on the Island of

work on his metal sculptures

Corfu for six months where

he began to experiment with semi abstract art making woodcuts .

wood blocks and prints, which became Increasingly abstract . He
never returned to figurative art

He continued with his project and this resulted in the staggering production of over

400 small metal models, constructed from copper and brass sheet. but his concept
B

o was too far ahead of its time and he was unable to proceed further with his project,
imaginery machine for
cleaning the environment. He continued to make new woodblocks
Arrival

There is no escape from your own shadow.

BT He arrived in Rome in 1963 where his faithfyl

scooter finally succumbed
o the rigours of the |

ourney. After completing his mission to visit
Florence he held an exhibition at the Numerg Gallery, then traveled

held two more exhibitions | before finally
here he was so broke on arrival
the bridges with the Clochards until he was

place of his own in the Rue Dumnat

on to Vienna and Zurich and

settling in Paris w that he lived under

able to afford to rent a
Paris Cinquiem
-

i oplqosille they luse
=1a i = i ! b o |
Cathedral of Notre Dame ama 1A Art Mus
Paris and New York
He lived i 5 1963 1¢
S i ks e l_ved In Paris  from 19631544, After a one man show  at the
ias prestigious Haut Pave Gallery in 1565 he went to New York to begin a
new chapte ife arrivi
v pter in his life arrving with only one dollar in his pocket
He established a Studio ang workshop in East Gresnwick
(at St Mark's Place ) ang Six years later moved to Atlantic Highlands
New Jersey.
A versatile artist
Ins has alw .
ISon has always displayed great versatility |n his work, using a
variety of media He he ; '
o ; o a He began rewclrng |meres{|ng metal objects which
a0 een tras : i
- re trashed making beautify| and usefy| sculplures He used
siiver. brass anc : vir :
and copper Wire 1o makeg simple sculptures and attractive
J%?Weify B Don't go tishing close to a fish trap
Ignorant eyes cannat see Clearly
m ladian

Flannirly
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Discovering the joy of carving wood.

The villagers showed him how to use an adze (a long handled axe) .
He built a log cabin and began to recycle the stumps and roots which
were all that remained of the trees in the once beautiful forest which
had been destroyed. He had discovered the medium which came as

naturally to him as breathing and for the next a5 years he concen-
trated his energies on wood carving.

To see his carvings

Four shy girls came together

You cannot find a needle in a haystack Closer to nature
sudnlusnnayms
VFwW

He held the first exhibition of the recycled trees at the Town Hall in his
home town. It was entitied “Requiem for the Forest” The sculptures
were set in a desert of sand. planted with prickly cactus. The remnants
are still flourishing in his garden. It was certainly a new experience for
the local population.

Requiem for the forest.

Don't try to catch a snat by his tai - " . 5
il ‘.i ke by his lail There are some things money;'aq-gnm Bl r| :-:"_ :."| i

LB “\sif%z P G Yz rFul L )

FARRIBMILLIL o There he saved the mutilated stumps of Teakwood trees,

Once tall and graceful, brought them back to life.

The world is born again His sensitive hands revealed the life within,

Tanuiio T His inner eye guiding the questing tool.

The children came and learned from him,
How to work with nature, not against the grain.
Accepting pain, we will not break but come to life again.

| - VFW
e returns to his roots in Thailand

In 374, he returned to the Narth of Th

aland 10 recuperate after a
severe Iliness LA &

hing that he 1

Disaster strikes.
|e.3'-.f|r“|_r__] evearyt

had very |it] ad created behind tum  He He returned to his home town. Pasang after his log cabin was de
s y litlle: mor ey and N ordder e { 7 ¥
ndustrigl ' rder 1o recover  from his experience 0! stroyed by a typhoon in 1977. Once again, he left everything behind him
HHusinal society. he bUit a lnq ~an .

el b s * 199 cabin in the Wilds.and began to re He constructed a small wooden house in the family rice field and
YEIE he stumps and rootg of )

' [ leakwood trees bringing them back t© vegetable garden, began a new chapter in his life and continued his
+0g cabin at Huey Fy 'S agan. in - a degraded area wh

been fal 8¢ a Teakwood Forest which had woodcarving

J2en relled Years hefore
- ars before wae e _

Was being Cleared by Karen vilager for

Conception

resettlement doran
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Say one thing and do another
i duudds

He held his first exhibition of

. e recycled trees in the grounds of the
City Hall in Pasang. It wa o

tled * Requiem for the Forest * A minia-
and the SCulptures

s enti
ture desert was Created

undulating sand. planted

for the local people

were set on bases of
With prickly cactys It was a new experience

He createqd many abstract

three dimensiona|
panels

‘ carvings as well as wall
00rs and decorationg for the tradit

onal buildings which he
mpound..

began to collect and reconstruct in hig g
. = _J

Popular with lhese became
- AMITE .

with interior designers and architects as they conveyed the
assical Northern Thai

natural rythms and forms,
Al the same

vitality and spirit of gl
esign which
nternr;fjrary manner

time he continued 1o

is based on
N a co

Create water coiour paintings and

'CITF:"L’\-’”'N s NCACyY -
g delicacy ang Sophistication

of great

o o
Viusel

The Evolution of the woodcuts.

In Exploring the evolution of the woodcuts. we must journey back in
time to 1987 and a modest exhibition of exquisite water colour paini-
ings of intricately combined organic forms, which sesm to express all
the fecundity of nature in celebration of its limitless and breathtaking
diversity. Some of these designs were later translated into Chinese cut

waol carpets, wall hangings and stained glass

|

|

|

|

"Garden in outer space” Waler colowr
“gau Tudnsna” i

“Garden under the sea” 1*]«.-].‘»"! colour
o Tdvzia” i

"Mystic Dragon” Chinese cut wool carpet
“AanFAANAY" Wit d
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New Developments

A further development occurred when he began to experiment with
Batik paintings on silk, augmented with hand painting in coloured inks.
His designs became bolder and broader in scope. In 1993 they were
exhibited at the Chiang Inn Plaza Gallery in the Northern Thai Capital
of Chiang Mal,

together with his earthy woodcarvings and wall

hangings which perfectly complemented their elusive grace

The red planet™ Hafik o1 il
landuas”



Diamond cannot cut diamond

LWHS AT TS
Museum Foundation

Coffee Break

lhe playfulness and carefree expression of more violent emotions can
be seen in his coffee paintings. These are astonishing ragged . jagged
scribbles, execuled in sepia ink supplemented with Nestcale which
was also a stimulus and less expensive than ink They were exhibited
In a one man show together with waodcarvings and installation art  at

the National Gallery in Bangkok in 1991,

An auspicious birthday

He celebrated his Birthday on September sth 1999, by holding another
one man show at the National Gallery The large halls of the Colonial
building and even the gardens were filled with his woodcarvings. and
Jugantic  metal sculptures which had been enlarged from the models

he had created in New Yark  Four furniture vans had to be hired to

ransport them to Bangkok, The metal sculptures were complemented

- e Hing flep |/ f Untitled

by elegant black and white. pen and ink drawings of sculptures de i

O - Ludiaa

May our prayers pe answerag slyned for outer space




A setback and a step forward

After this dynamic exhibition, Inson suffered a prolonged period of ill health, It was whilst he was recuperating
in Chiangmai, that the current series of woodcut Prints were conceived. He was

given a Spread Diary for the
year 2000 and

instead of using it for the Purpose for which it was intended, cha
each day with a drawing. Some of his ideas were inspired by traditional Thaij
him three months to fill the diary.

racteristically, he began to fill

proverbs which he loves. It took

2000 MONTHLY PLANNING

Monday ~ Tuesday -

. @"esﬂf_)’_ Thursduy

12

T i _ForaE fesnnal 0y 13
&z g dama | A Arl
B 8 17 e
‘.__‘-:’,r ) I\ o , /i
A centtonl], o iy ot
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The Spread Diary wyyps 51l

o L]
=880 ey,

1 .ff_;' i

A man and his love should balance each other
SUFEITIY

Country folk and city folk do not mix together
anmenuannga




The process of creation

Under the microscope of Inson's inner vision, a myriad of extraordinary
- almost mystical organisms and organic forms began to emerge. Some
resemble marine life, others spring from the earth and there are those
which seem to transport us into both inner and outer space. The four
elements are clearly discernable in their composition. The first ex-
amples were exhibited in a group show of Natianal Thai Artists at the

National Gallery in Bangkok in 2004.

Another Birthday

In September of the same year he held a one man show of wood
carvings. woodcut prints and blocks at the Surapon Gallery in Bangkok
to celebrate his 7oth birthday.

Some of the woodcuts were printed in black ink on white canvas and

artists's prints on paper. The Blocks. blackened with printing ink. were

ornamented in stark contrasl, with gold leaf and deep framed. The Prints
i . Invest generously to make a profit
and Blocks were hung together. All the prints are made by hand, in the L T IR

traditional method

His work is timeless and unique and yet is indebted to the ancestral

YR roots_of praditional Thal Art from which it has drawn its sirenath =
ama X Art Musglim' FElHatb1 EE g

flourished. breaking new ground.

The Artist at work Tomorrow may be too late

Aaiheumerinam WIST NI e A5
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HH the Dalai Lama visited Bangkok on February 1eth 1993 This coin-

cided with Inson's exhibition at the Chiang Inn Plaza Gallery in the
Northern Capital Chiang Mai.

Quote from Gelong Thupten Chopel. an Austrian citizen and friend. who

became a Tibetan Monk and was ordained by His Holiness. after re-

nouncing a misspent

. - : e in
youth in a hippie artists commune in Vienna
the 1970's

“Nature is constantly at play, never tired of

the limitless forms already
Created,

new forms arise effortlessly during each and every moment
The Artist Inson Wongsam's life flow
IS no purpose and no message in
own sake,

of life.

s along with nature. There
it c 5 its
the growth of a tree. it grows for |

) d
the sake of life: how important is the growth of each tree an
how manifold itg benefits.

One eye cannot see clearly

-
IS EED

Nature embodies the verlasting law of cause and effect We and ouU
. . -ven the
world are made up of limitless forms. colours and spheres. Even tr

" i r‘. jS
life, mirror g life itself. Just as the universe reside
N a grain of sand. 5 leaf or g

live in each of Inson's

smallest aspects ¢f
Creationg

Quote from Venetia Walkey, English Artist and Pea

‘Inson's life, like a strong tree, draws nouris

ce builder.

hment from the sojl N which itis

On's seasons do nal conform 0 nalyre

' the soil ang decay. or are

Planted ther
Ctors who go,on g reasure hynt N hig

e wark
planted and the fruits of his W 4
npen according to his SEasons. Ins : s an
& _ or 1o fashion, the fruit forms
falls when it s Mpe. some remain or

Anence:
_ € 10 remind us of impermanenc
Some are harvested by colle bloom
: garden, where his sculptures b
outside as ofien as inside the many b

eautiful btuldmgg in the compoung

Don't ask him for explanations

INson cannot explair his work. He SIMply says “| dant know what |

his oeng It g

k18
- ser
s M doing. ~ In other words his work
Inselfconscious i springs literally from

— of
’ s neither contriveq or forced It bears echoes 1
raditional Thai desigr 8l Thai, | But 1S5 SIMBIEE Taee cn

#HESIgN { Lan Thai, | but 1s simpler. less Sophisticateq. More earthy, Rooted in the D’””“Va} |
has & sirong life of its own - Inson as the French say. s -
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Aany T 102
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will survive. They have =
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drop of dew all lifAltiess) tqrmﬁqf{hﬁe_aﬂ-ﬁ. ISeum

When working on the woodcuts, Inson conceived the idea of
holding exhibitions of the blocks and prints in different coun-
tries to raise funding for The Dhamma Park Foundation and

Gallery of which he is the President.

About Dhamma _P_arkj

Dhamma Park is the headquarters of the Dhamma Park Foundation and
Gallery, which is situated 40 km from the Northern Thai Capital of Chiang
Mai and 12 km from the provincial Capital of Lumphun. It was opened to
the public in the year 2000.

The Dhamma Park Foundation and Gallery became a Foundation in

August 2002. It is an independent, non profit organization under the e a—
ugu : g Entrance Gate
; ; ittee. :
auspices of the Thailand National Culture Committe e O ERaT Wik

with two statues of ignorance

Reg no T. 285 / 2544 , Lumphun City.

ounaation

Crazy wars go on forever
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It has been recognized as g Peace Park and is an off
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Education ing in Informal Holistic Education and the Universal
We are also p:onee””g teaching are fundamental to our |_"nany and
Vel o ”,“.a BUddhtaSto promote the development of environmental
aried soivites. 1We r: and the enjoyment of life with a knowledge of
e a%a{eneslts and sincere consideration for all living beings.
eaviour aﬂ-d Its' resfl:'liated to The International Network of Engaged
e FDU”da:::EB'S) '?h:e New spirit in Education Movement ( SEM ) and
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Gold does not burn you
noalaiffou

If you dig in the sand you will find water
wridnyansiy




: it i | the name
Dhamma (Pali) Dharma, (Sanskrit) means Truth, it is also th to
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d itis
The Buddhist path is a pathway to inner Peace and World Peace an

based on the practice of right conduct. Ethics
ranged to suit

are all too easily rear-

. t the
our selfish interests byt ultimately we have to accep
consequences of our actions.

The Buddha gave us 3 highway code to follow on
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The Environmental Section - We are helping to preserve traditional
village crafts and to interest people in their preservation. We planted
a field of cotton in the year 2002 for the year of Eco Tourism.

To revive its cultivation in our district and to reconnect the younger
generation to the craft which was fundamental to the local economy
for their ancestors. and its traditions. Students and teachers from five
local government schools took part in the Cotton field Project and

related arts workshops to study the cultivation and history of Cotton,

"From Adam and Eve to Astronauts.”

Students and visitors can try their hand at spinning and weaving.
making grass roof thatching. constructing Bamboo Sun Blinds, and the
basic skills for building an Adobe house. We have constructed one in

this area which is also a work of art and includes alternative and

The Cotton Field Project
Tasanisaaudhy

appropriate technology. All our staff are encouraged to engage in

creative activities according to their talents and disposition.
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Events and Projects.

We took part in The International Festival of Sacred Music. which was
initiated by HH the Dalai Lama in 2001, to unite the peoples of the world
with music.

Peace Building

We have held an Annual Commemoration of The international Day of
world Peace and Hear the Children's Day in September, every year since
2001. We invite both lay and ordained Buddhists and representatives of
other faiths. Students and teachers from local schools take part in gur
traditional ceremonies and in painting and Poetry competitions, and

performances, expressing their ideas on how to create

Justice and
Peace in the Civil Society.

The Dhamma Bike Tour de Thailand Project We have equipped a h
un-

printed with the Buddhist
and the UN Peace Whegl

. The colourfyl wheels are
the value of maor
them fashionable and fun. Those who join

sadors for Peace and Goodwill and by

dred standard Mountain Bikes with panels
Wheel of Right conduct on the front wheels
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fall kings, Offermg
O participate We cater for

nd design

| when required 1
students from Schonle -
I 5chools gng Universities a

TAEa B Qin
Tours f‘-’ﬁu&;l"l[d‘ on the ne vpecial |ﬂTeresl

2ads of Our yig

Itars

The Peace Pole
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The Adobe (mud) House
thudi

Accommodation
We can accommeodate up to 100 guests, in our Rice Barn, Adobe

House, Bahn Ba Hai. (a traditional Thai wooden house set in the cotton

field) and in our two small guest houses.

For further information, please contact.

Venetia Walkey

The Dhamma Park Gallery. 109/2 Moo1, Tambon Bahn Pan. Ampur
Meung, Lumphun 51000, Thailand.

Tel / Fax. ss. (0) 53 521 609 Email dpp@loxinfo .co.th

Donations gratefully received. Please send to The Dhamma Park Founda-
tion and Gallery. Acct no 2262-26855-4 The Thai Farmers Bank, Pasang,
Lumphun 52100. Thailand.

FUNDING IS NEEDED FOR

An Adventure Playground based on the journey from Igno-
rance to Enlightenment with 24 obstacles to be overcome
before the goal is reached. This will be a community
based project. The best designs will be selected from
competitions held in local schools.

A Library and Resource Centre

A Project to design video games with cartoon characters for
children by children which will help them to understand the
causes and consequences of negative and positive actions

and reaction and teach them how to make wise choices in life.

A Proposal for the full scale Project is available.
A paper on Buddhist Art for Contemporary Society by Venetia

Walkey has been published and is also available.



Biography of Venetia Walkey
Sculptor and Peace Builder
B. Hampshire England 1935

Studied Fine Arts. Medway College of Art Scy
College of Art. Has been living and working in Tha
Studied informally with Professar
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land since 1970,
Kien Yimsiri Dean of Faculty of Sculp-
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